BATCH PROCESSING SUBCOMMANDS 


@ command 
Prevents a command from being displayed, e.g. @ECHO OFF. 


:LABEL 
Label declaration. 


CALL filespec 
Call a batch file from within a batch file. 


ECHO [ON|OFF|message] 
| Allow or inhibit the display of command lines executed in a batch 
file or display “message”. 


FOR % %variable IN (fileset) DO command 
Allow iterative execution of a command for each file specified in 
(set). 


GOTO label 
Transfer control to the line following the label. 


IF [NOT] condition command 
Conditional execution of commands, where condition can be: 
ERRORLEVEL n (True if the previous program had an exit code of n 
or higher.) 

EXIST filespec (True if filespec is on the drive indicated.) 
string] ==string2 (True if “string1" is identical to ’string2".) 


PAUSE [remark] 
Stop batch file processing until the user has pressed any key. Max length 
of the optional remark = 121. 


REM [remark] ; 
Allows comments to be inserted into a batch file. Max length = 123. 


SHIFT 
Allows access to more than 10 replaceable parameters in batch file 
Processing. 


CONFIG.SYS COMMANDS 


NOTE: You can use the DR DOS INSTALL and SETUP programs to 
automatically configure these parameters in your config.sys file, or 
alternatively use the EDITOR to edit your config.sys file. 


? ["remark"] command 

If you precede any config.sys commands with a ?, each time you restart DR 
DOS you are asked if you want the command executed or not. You may also 
insert a remark between ? and command, which will be displayed at 
Startup.This is most useful when used with the DEVICE and CHAIN 
commands. 


BREAK = ON | OFF 
Allowa program to be stopped by pressing Ctrl+Break; default is off. 


BUFFERS = nn 
Set the number of disk buffers DR DOS allocates; default is 15 for a 640 
Kbyte system. Min = 3, Max = 99, 


CHAIN = [filespec] 
Transfers control to another configuration file. 


COUNTRY=nnn,cp,[d:]\path\COUNTRY.SYS 
Select appropriate date and time format, currency symbol and code page 
parameter for your country. 


DEVICE = filespec [options] 
Load device drivers for display, disks, networks and printers. 


DRIVPARM = /D:d [/C] [F:f] [/H:h] [(/N] [/S:ss] [/T:tt] 
Set the physical characteristics for a specified diskette-drive. 


ECHO [message] 
Allows the display of messages during startup. 


FASTOPEN = nnonn 
Increases the speed with which files can be accessed when the same 
files are used repeatedly; default is 512. Min = 128, Max = 32768. 


FCBS = m,n 
Set the number of File Control Blocks that can be opened simultaneously 
in the range | through 255. Generally needed for older style applications. 


FILES = nnn 
Set the number of open files allowed at one time; default is 20 in the range 
20 through 255. 


HIDEVICE = filespec 
Enables device drivers to be loaded into upper memory. Load a device driver 
supporting upper memory first. 


HIDOS = ON|OFF 
Used to relocate as much of DR DOS data structures as possible into high 
memory; default is OFF. Load a device driver supporting upper memory first. 


HIINSTALL = filespec [options] 
Used to load a specified program during startup into upper memory. Load a 
device driver supporting upper memory first. 


HISTORY = ON{[,nnnn[,ON|OFF]]|OFF 

Provide extended line editing. 

[,nnnn] Size of buffer in which command lines are stored; 
default is 512. Min= 128, Max = 4096. 

[,ON|OFF] Default insert mode; default is on 


INSTALL = filespec [options] 
Used to load a specified program during startup. 


LASTDRIVE = drive letter 
Set maximum number of drives to be accessed. 


REM [comment] 
Comments out a line; the line is ignored. 


SHELL = filespec [/E:nnnnn] [/P] 
Specify top-level command processor; default is COMMAND.COM. 
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. COMMAND LINE EDITING AND RECALL KEYS 


NOTE: Information entered on the command line is stored for reuse. 


Esc Cancel command line 

Backspace Delete previous character 

Del Delete the next character 

Ins Switch insert mode on or off 

Fl Copy and display one character from the stored line 

F2 Copy all characters up to a specified character 

F3 Copy all remaining characters from the stored line to 
the display 

F4 Delete all characters up to a specified character in 
the stored line 

FS Copy current line to the stored line 

F6 Insert End-of-File marker (Ctrl+Z) 


EXTENDED COMMAND LINE EDITING 


NOTE: Enabled using the SETUP program, select HISTORY=ON. 


Move one character left 

Move one character right 

Move to previous command in memory 
Move to next command in memory 
Enter the command line 

Delete character to left of cursor 

Del or Ctrl+G Delete character at cursor 

Ins or Ctrl+V Switch insert/overwrite modes on or off 
Ctrlt+A Move one word left 

Ctrl+F Move one word right 

Home or Ctrl+Q Move to start of line 

End or Ctrl+W Move to end of line 

Ctrl+T Delete word 

Ctrl+Y Delete line 

Ctrl+B Delete to beginning of line 

Ctrl+K Delete to end of line 

Ctrl+R Command line search 

Ctrl+_ Switch search mode on or off; default is off 


< or Ctrl+S 

= or Ctrl+D 

T or Ctrl+E 

J or Ctrl+X 

-, Enter or Ctrl+M 
Backspace or Ctrl+H 


ENTERING DR DOS COMMANDS 


NOTE: Most commands have a parameter [/H]. If you enter the command 
followed by /H, help information is displayed. ' 


filename The command’s filename. File extension unnecessary. 
dirname Represents a directory name. 


filespec can include some or all of the following: 
[d:][dirpath ]filename[.ext][;password] where 
d: = drive (optional), e.g. C: 
dirpath = directory path or location, e.g. \work\or \ 
[-ext] = file extension, e.g..bat 
[;password ] = optional 


wildspec Same as filespec, but you can use the wildcard 
characters ? and * in filenames and extensions to 
specify groups of files. 


Inserted in front of a source filespec indicates that 
you can insert a filename containing a list of files 
which you want the command to have an effect on. 
For example, you can create a text file using EDITOR 
containing four filenames and call it source fl, 

then give source,fl as the filename in a command line. 


NOTE: Each new filename in your text file must start 
ona new line. You can use wildcards in the filenames, 
but NOT in the filelist filename. 


Using the @ symbol is like using wildcard characters 
except you have the advantage of being able to specify 
several unrelated filenames at one time. 


Represents a peripheral device, e.g. prn. 


Square brackets mean an optional clause in a command. 


Type what is shown in the brackets. Do not enter the 
brackets into the command line. For example for [/S] 


you type /S. 


A vertical bar means either/or. Choose one or the other. 
Do not type the vertical bar. 


Indictates that you can repeat an item. For example if a 
wildspec or filespec is followed by ..., it means you can 
have multiple files, or wildspecs on one command line. 


NOTE: All punctuation (excluding the special cases 
above) should be entered as shown. 


n Enter a number within a specified range. 


command Any parameter or option entered on a command line 


after the command name. 


DR DOS COMMANDS 


APPEND [/H] d:path [;[d:]path...] [/X:ON|OFF] [/E:ON|OFF] 
[/PATH:ON|OFF] 

Specifies a search path for data files and overlays. The /X option causes 
APPEND to work with programs which use Search First, Find First and 
Exec functions. APPEND; returns to the default value of no search path. 


ASSIGN 

ASSIGN de=d [d=d] [/A] 

Reassign a drive identifier to a different drive or subdirectory, e.g. C=A. 
Enter ASSIGN with no parameters to remove all assignments made. 
ASSIGN /Adisplays current assignments, that is C maps onto A. 


ATTRIB [/H][+|-A ][+|-H][+|-R][+|-S] [@]wildspec[...] [/P][/S] 
Display/modify a file’s attributes. 


BACKUP [/H] source_drive [filespec] destination_drive 
[/S] [/F] [/M] [/D:date] [/T:time] [/A] [/L:[path]filename.ext]] 
Make backup copies of hard disks or diskettes. 


BREAK [ON|OFF] 
Allows a program to be stopped by pressing Ctrl+Break; default is off. 
Entering BREAK on its own displays its current status. 


CACHE [/H] [/S=nnnn] [/X] [/E] 
A disk cache program used to speed up disk access. /S sets up the cache size in 
Kbytes. The default, ifno size is specified, is 64 Kbytes. 


CHCP 

Display the current codepage. 

CHCP [437|865|860|863|850] 

Change the specified code page for all devices. NUSFUNC must be loaded. 


CHDIR | CD [d:]dirpath 
Show the current path or change to another subdirectory. 


CHKDSK [/H] [d:] [/A] [/B] (/C] [(/D] [/F] [(/L] [/M] [/P] (/R] [/S] [/V] 
Check integrity of data on disks. Restore corrupted disks. 

CHKDSK wildspec 

Display the number of non-contiguous areas occupied by file(s). 


CLS 
Clear display screen. 


COMMAND [d:] [dirpath] [CTT Y-devicename] [/E:nnnnn] [/P] [/C string} 
Loads a second copy of the DR DOS default command processor. 


COMP [/H] [wildspec] [wildspec] [/A] [/M:matches] 
Compare files character by character and report character 
mismatches. COMP on its own assumes a filespec of *.*. 


COPY device|wildspec[/switch] [+wildspec2[/switch]...] 
device|filespec[/switch] [/A][/B][/V][/S][/C][/Z] 


Copy or concatenate files. 


CTTY device 
Redirect console input and output from/to another device. 


CURSOR {/H] [/Snn] [/C] [/OFF] 
Provides an easily visible cursor for use on laptop and portable computers. 


DATE [mm-dd-yy] 

DATE [dd-mm-yy] 

DATE [yy-mm-dd] 

Display and/or set the month, day and year. The format depends 

on your COUNTRY setting. Enter DATE on its own to see the format to use. 


DEL wildspec [/C] [/S] 
Erase specified files from the directory. 


DELQ wildspec [/S] 
Delete files, but query first. Same as ERAQ. 


DIR [wildspec][/W|/L] [/D|/S|/A] [/N] [/P] [/R\/C] 
Display contents of a disk directory. 


DISKCOMP [/H] [d: [d:]] [/1] [/8] [/V] 
Compare entire diskettes of the same format or verify a diskette. 


DISKCOPY [/H] [source_drive] [destination_drive] [/1] 
Copy entire diskettes of the same format. 


EDITOR [/H] [filespec] 
A program used to display and change text files. 


ERAQ wildspec [/S] 
Delete files but query first. Same as DELQ. 


ERASE | ERA wildspec [/C] [/S] ~ 
Delete specified files from the directory. 


EXE2BIN [/H] file1[.ex1] [file2[.ex2]] [/Sxxxx] 
A utility used to convert .exe type executable program files produced by a 
DOS linker, into a binary image (.bin) or .com executable file. 


EXIT 
Stop COMMAND.COM and return (from the DR DOS prompt) to 
another program. 


FASTOPEN [/H] 

Increases the speed with which disk files can be accessed when the same files 
are constantly used. FASTOPEN.EXE is necessary for some applications. To 
change the FASTOPEN defaults, use the config.sys FASTOPEN setting. 


FDISK [/H] [/D] 
Disk-partitioning program used to prepare hard disks. /D allows 
deletion of existing non-DOS partitions (use with care). 


FILELINK [/H] command [@][wildspec] [wildspec2] [comparm] [/A] 
[/D:date] [/H] [/M] [/P] (/R] [/S] [/U] [/X] 

A utility used to transfer files between two computers connected via their serial 
communication ports. command can be: DIRECTORY, DUPLICATE, 
RECEIVE, SETUP, SLAVE, QUIT or TRANSMIT. 


FIND [/H] [/B] [/C] [/F] (/N] [/S] [/U] [/V] “search string” [@]wildspec[...] 
Search for a string of characters in a group of files and display 
the lines containing the search string. 


FORMAT [/H] d: [/S] [/V] [/1] [/4] [/8] [/B] (/T:nn] [/N:n] [/F:nnnn] 
Format diskettes into standard formats. /T:=number of tracks per 

side, e.g. /T:80. N:=number of sectors per track, e.g. /N:9. 

/F:= disk capacity in Kbytes, e.g. /F:360. 


GRAFTABL [/H] [437|865|860|863|850] [/STATUS] 
Display extra/international characters on a color graphics adaptor (CGA) only. 


GRAPHICS [/H] [COLOR] [/R] 
Allow graphics screens to be printed using the PrtSc key. 


HILOAD filespec 
Load an application into high memory. 


JOIN [/H] [drivel : drive2:path] 

Join adisk drive to an empty subdirectory on another disk drive. 
JOIN dirpath /D 

Cancel an existing join 


KEYB [/H] xx[+|-][,codepage] 
Allow use of non-USA keyboard and supports codepage switching. 


LABEL [/H] [d: label] 

Create or modify a label on a disk. 
LABEL [d:] 

Delete a label. 


MEM [/H] [/B] [/D] [/S] [/P] (/M] [/A] 

Displays a range of information on the way memory is used. Type MEM on its 
own, fora report listing how much conventional and extended memory your 
computer has allocated (if your computer has memory above | Mbyte). 


MKDIR | MD [d:]dirpath 
Create a subdirectory. 


MODE (|/H] 
Display help information on all the MODE options. 


MODE displaymode [,lines] 

Set display mode, e.g. mode C080 (40 columns on screen) or 

mode 80, 43 selects 80 columns by 43 lines. NOTE: Permitted values 
depend upon your display card. 


MODE [{displaymode],m[,T] 
Align data on a CGA monitor to make it more readable, e.g. MODE R,T shifts 
the screen text to the right, you are asked if the test pattern is acceptable. 


MODE CON|:][LINES=lines] [COLS=cols] [RATE =r DELAY=d] 
Set number of columns and lines on a console. Set keyboard 
typematic rate 1-32 and delay 1-4. 


MODE LPT#[:]=COMn 
Redirect printer port # output to serial port n or cancel current redirection. 


MODE LPT#[:][[char_per_line],[lines_per_inch]][,p] 
Set up printer port#. #= printer port number, p=continuous retry on timeout. 


MODE COM4#(:]baudrate[,[parity ],[databits],[stopbits][,P] 
Set up communications parameters for serial ports. 


NOTE: Code page options are applicable only if code page switching is set up 
on your system. 


MODE device CODEPAGE [PREPARE] = ((cplist) filespec) 

or [SELECT = cp] 

or {/STATUS] 

or [REFRESH] 
Prepare one or more code pages, select active one, show status or refresh 
printer. 


MORE 
Read data from standard input and send to standard output a screen at a time. 


NLSFUNC [/H] filespec 
Provides support for extended country information and the CHCP command. 


PASSWORD [/H] (@]wildspec[...] [/R|/W|/D|/P|/G[:password]] 
[/N] [/NP] [/NG] [/S] 
Assign passwords of up to 8 letters to files or subdirectories. 


PATH [d:]dirpath [;[(d:]dirpath....] 
Set a search path for commands or batch files not found in the current 
directory. PATH; resets search path to no extended search path. 


PRINT [/H] [wildspec] [/D:device] [/B:buffsiz] [/U:busy-ticks] 
[M:max-ticks] [/S:timeslice] [/Q:queuesize] [/T] [/C] [/P] 
Print a file(s). 


PROMPT [promptstring] 

Modify the command prompt. PROMPT on its own restores the 

default DOS prompt. promptstring can contain a string in the form $c, 
where c can be: $,t, d, p, v, n, g, 1, b, q, h, e or _. 


RECOVER [/H] wildspec 

Recover a corrupt file or group of files from disk (use with care). 
RECOVER d: 

Recover a corrupt disk, (use with care). 


RENAME | REN oldwildspec newwildspec 
Rename files or move files between subdirectories on the same disk. 


REPLACE [/H] [@]wildspec [dirpath] [/A] [/H] [/M] [/N] [/P] [/R] 
(/S] [/U] (/W) 


Copy selected files from a source to a destination. 


RESTORE [/H] source_drive destination_drive [filespec] 
[/S] [/P] [/A:date] [/B:date] [/E:hh:mm:ss] [/L:hh:mm:ss] 
[/M] [/N] [/R] 

Restore directories and files stored using the BACKUP utility. 


RMDIR | RD [d:]dirpath 
Remove a specified subdirectory. 


SET 

Show DOS system environment. 
SET name=parameter 

Set a name. 

SET name= 

Delete a name. 
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SETUP [/H] 
Used to change automatically the system configuration values in 
AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS. 


SHARE [/H] [/L:nnnnj/X] 
Provides file locking and so allows file sharing. /X disables SHARE. 


SID [/H] 
A debugging program. 


SORT [/H] [/R] [/+n] <source 
Read data from the standard input device, sort it and write it 
to the standard output device. 


SUBST 

Display substituted drives. 

SUBST d: d:path 

Replace drive and path spec with a single drive name. 
SUBST d: /D 

Delete drive substitution. 


SYS [/H] d: 
Transfer DR DOS system files to a destination drive. Used to make 
another drive bootable. 


TIME [hh:mm:ss] 
Display or set time of day. 


TOUCH [/H] [@]wildspec[...] [/T:hh:mm:ss] [/D:date] [/F:E|J|U] 
[/P] [/R] [/S] 
Set file time and date stamp for a file or group of files. 


TREE [/H] [d:] [/B] [/F] [/G] [/P] 

Display hierarchy of directories and subdirectories. 
TREE wildspec 

Find all matching files. 


TYPE wildspec[;password] [/P] 
Display contents of a text file on screen. You can type multiple 
files using wildcards, e.g. type *.bat. 


VER 
Display current DR DOS version. 


VERIFY [ON|OFF] 
Causes DR DOS to check that data is written to disk correctly after each write 


operation; default is off. Entering VERIFY on its own shows its current status. 


VOL [d:] 

Display disk volume label. 

XCOPY [/H] [@]wildspec [dirpath] [/A] [/D:date] [/E] [/H] 
[/M] [/P|C]] (RI (/S] [/V] [/W] 

Extended fast file and subdirectory copy. 


XDEL [/H] [@]wildspec[...] [/D] [/N] [/O] [/P] [/R] [/S] 
Extended deletion of multiple files and subdirectories. 


XDIR [/H] [+|-ADHRS] [wildspec] [/B] [/C] [/L] [(/N] [/P] 
(/R] (/S] [/T] /W] /Z) 
Extended directory management. 


EDITOR 


NOTE: To load a file to be edited type EDITOR [filename]. 


Getting help 
F1 or Ctrl+J 
Moving the cursor 


Home or Ctrl+QR 
End or Ctrl+QC 
Ctrl+Qs ~ 
Ctrl1+QD 

< or Ctrl+S 
Ctrl+A 

= or Ctrl+D 
Ctrl+F 

T or Ctrl+E 

4 or Ctrl+X 

Pg Up or Ctrl+R 
Pg Dn or Ctrl+C 


Deleting items 


Del or Ctrl+G 
Ctrl+Y 

Backspace or Ctrl+H 
Ctrl+T 


Working with blocks of text 


Ctrl+KB 
Ctrl+KK 
Ctrl+KV 
Ctrl+KY 
Ctrl+KC 
Ctrl+KW 


Saving and quitting 


Ctrl+KX 
Ctrl+KD 
Ctrl+KS 
Ctrl+KQ 


Other commands 


Ins or Ctrl+V 


Ctrl+KR 
Ctrl+N 


Help text 


Top of file 
End of file 
Start of line 
End of line 
Character left 
Word left 
Character right 
Word right 
Previous line 
Next line 
Previous page 
Next page 


Delete character 
Delete line 

Delete character to left 
Delete word to right 


Mark the start of a block of text 
Mark the end of a block of text 
Move a marked block of text 

Delete a marked block of text 

Copy a marked block of text 

Store a marked block of text in a file 


Save changes, exit 

Save changes, edit new file 
Save changes, resume 
Abandon changes, edit new file 


Switch between insert and overwrite 
modes 

Read in a file at the cursor 

Insert a new line at the cursor 


